Congressman Akin Statement on Debt Ceiling Vote

Cutting Defense to Pay for Deficit Spending is No Solution

Washington, DC — Congressman Todd Akin (R-MO), Chairman of the Seapower and Projection
Forces Subcommittee, a known fiscal conservative who has been standing for structural
reforms in response to the deficit spending crisis, released the following statement on the new
debt ceiling proposal:

“Providing for the common defense is one of the most important roles of the federal
government, and is clearly required by the Constitution. At a time when we still have thousands
of our men and women in the line of fire, dramatic defense cuts are simply unacceptable. In the
worst case scenario, this bill could result in roughly $1 trillion in cuts to the military. Almost half
of the debt ceiling increase may come at the expense of our national defense. | believe that
many of my colleagues on the Armed Services Committee share my deep concerns with the
defense cuts proposed in this plan.

“While Speaker Boehner and others have been negotiating in good faith, | am concerned that
this new proposal may actually make it less likely that we can address the central problem of
radical deficit spending. While this new proposal has a balanced budget amendment as one
option for a future debt ceiling increase, | do not believe that the President or Democrats in
Congress will be willing to support a balanced budget amendment while there are other paths
available to them that allow for continued deficit spending.

“While some argue that a balanced budget amendment is unachievable with the current political
landscape in Washington, our nation needs a balanced budget amendment now more than
ever. We have had problems with deficit spending for much of our history, but we are
approaching the point of no return. A balanced budget amendment would force us back on a
responsible path. If not now, when? If not us, who?

“The plan before us today fails to address the problem at hand, and it threatens to severely
degrade our national defense with a trillion dollars in cuts to our military. For these reasons, |
am opposing this bill.”
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